An Enquiry into the Nature of the 
- Human Soul, and of Matho. 
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Advertiſement. 


IE following letter, hav- 
ing been ſhamefully man- 

| gled in a Scotch magazine, the 
_ gentleman, to whom it is ad- 
dreſſed, in juſtice to the au- 
thor, prints this genuine copy, 
under his own inſpection; and 
intends ſoon to communicate to 
the public a few more letters 
and miſcellaneous reflections of 
the ſame excellent writer. 


March 29. 1753. 
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Mr. BAXTER. 


My deareſt Mr. WILEEs, 


OUR letter of -December the 12th 
alarmed me, by hearing you had 
got ſuch a dangerous fall off your 
horſe. Moderate exerciſe is good, but 
dangerous exerciſe, ſuch as riding a fiery 
horſe, is not commendable ; and if you 

would oblige Mrs, WILEES, if you would 
oblige all your friends, and all good men, 
who conceive great hopes from you, you 
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a terrible inſtance in the news- papers 
Aately of a man ſpoke wonderfully well of, 
Vo got his death by ſuch a fall—As to 
altering any thing in the addreſs to you 
before the Appendix, I durſt not do it with- 
out your participation, unleſs you had ſug- 
geſted ſomething you would have had 
changed: and by this time I ſuppoſe it 
is publiſhed. If not, I beg you cauſe change 
any thing you think proper. I wrote to 
Mr. MitLas, after preſenting ſome co- 
© pies to gentlemen 1 in London, to ſend down 
five copies of it to lord BLANTVAE at 
| Edinburgh, to be given to particular friends 
there, and I wiſh you would ſpeak to him 
of it—As to the ſtate of my diſeaſe, un- 
leſs I would make ſuppoſitions contrary 
19, all probability, J have no reaſonable 
hopes of recovery, the ſwelling which be- 
gan at my legs, being now got up to my 
belly and head. I am a, trouble to all 
about me, eſpecially to my poor wife, 
who has, the. life of a llave night and day, 
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ce Yet I may linger on a while, as 


I can ſtill walk a little through the ora | 


in belping m me to Wor dog care” of 4 ala. 


and divert myſelf now and then with 


reading, nay and writing down my re- 
marks on what I read. But I can with 
ſincerity aſſure you (my moſt dear Mr. 
Wirkes) death has nothing terrible to 
me, or rather, I look upon it with plea- 
ſure. I have long and often conſidered, 
and written down, the advantages of a 


ſeparate. ſtate. I ſhall ſoon know more 


than all the men I leave behind me ; won- 


ders in material nature and the world 'of 


ſpirits, which never entered into the 
thoughts of philoſophers. The end of 
knowledge zhere is not to get a name, or 
form a new ſect, but to adore the power 


and wiſdom of the Deity. This kills pride, 


but heightens happineſs and pleaſure. 
All our rational deſires, becauſe rational, 
muſt be ſatisfied by a Being himſelf infi- 
nitely rational. I have been long aware 
that nothing can go beyond the grave 
| but 
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bk theThabies: of: virtue and kngocetichs 0 
There is no diſtinction in that world, but 
what proceeds from virtue or vice. Titles - 


and riches are laid off when the ſhroud 


goes on. But O my deareſt friend ! I. 
cannot conceal from you a topick of in- 
expreſſible pleaſure. Puniſhment itſelf is 
pleaſant.” God does not puniſh out of 
anger and revenge, to deſtroy; as we 
wrathful'men conclude ; but to correct and 


make better. That is the true end of 


puniſhment. Boundleſs puniſhment would 


new uncontroulable power, but chaſtiſe- 
ment in proportion to our faults, ſhews 
the divine perfection of equity; and with 
a deſign to correct, not to throw us off, 
ſhews. mercy. The end of God's puniſh- 
ing us, therefore is our final happineſs. | 
Are not theſe comfortable topicks at the 
approach of death ?—beſides, Wat is it 
to be free from the pains and infirmities of 
the body? tho' I am fatisfied Juſt now 
that the weakneſs of my diſtreſſed limbs 
is a8 much the immediate effect of the 
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ah — Power OTE . as 5 their cromn 
and ſtrength was fixty years ago,. Dare 1 
add a word without being thought vain? 
this is owing to my having reaſoned ho- 
neſtly on the nature of that dead ſubſtance 
matter. It is as utterly inert, when the 
tree flouriſnes, as when the leaf withers. 
And it is the ſame divine power differently 
applied, that directs the laſt parting throb, 
and the firſt drawing breath. O the 
blindneſs of thoſe who think matter can 
do any thing of itſelf, or perform an effect 
without impulſe and direction by imma-. 
terial power As to party-philoſophers, - 
who are for one ſide only, and contract 
a perſonal diſlike to thoſe who are not 
as ſtiff, they are to be pitied. I fee 
them making their court to the heads 
of the party, and thus angling for a 
little reputation, at ſecond - hand. It 
18 aſtoniſhing, my dear Sir, that all men 
are forced to own, that all matter neceſſa- 
rily reſiſts a change. of its preſent ſtate, ei- 
ther of * or motion ; and yet when they 
come 


' 7 . vs 4 Ys 7 

n 4 * * » * n . + as - * i ht ju IC Ok 

þ - 8 * 5 9 N «4 — 8 1 ä * * 

1 . — r n 235 £1 OY. 9 * 1 4 * Vs A ; CR 

1 5 F 4d $i en 2 5 * J * „ . ts * 
25 3 == * Da EP 6 Fn 4 25 5 FE. 7 2 2 
Es $7 1 
* * 
* 


R TRY My: * * 15 * 
= + bd tne 5 the e 1 of 9 
cdo wit, that the Deity performs, immediate. 

ly. all that is done in the material univerſe, | 
they retract the former ſelf-evident truth, 
and aſcribe to this 76% Ning ſubſtance, both a 
ſelf-motive and ſelf-determining power. I 
know not one-book of natural philoſophy, 
not one, free from this inconſiſtency. And 
though I be the only perſon (for any thing 
1 know) who has endeavoured to eſtabliſh 
the particular providence of the Deity, 
and ſhew his inceſſant influence and action 
on all the parts of matter, through the 
wide - univerſe, from the inactivity of this 
dead ſubſtance: yet I hope, when the pre- 
ſent. Party- -Zeal ſubſides a little, men will 


| * come more eaſily in to own ſuch a plain 
Wo truth. And from the ſame obvious prin- 
ll ciple, a great many abſurd notions in na- 
— tural philoſophy, concerning powers in mat- 
| ter, will be rejected. — 1 own, if it had 


deen the will of heaven, I would have 
= gladly lived, till I had put in order the 


= ſecond part of the Enquiry, ſhewing the 
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| finite wiſdom cannot be miſtaken Th: tl; 
ing me ſooner. - Our blindneſs. makes us. 
form wiſhes. I have left: ſeven or eight 
different manuſcript books, where all the 
materials I have been collecting, for near 
thirty years, are put down, without any 
order, in the book that came next to 
hand, in the place or circumſtances 'T. 
was in at the time. I took all theſe pa- 
pers to Holland with me, thinking to put 
them in order there; but you know that 
was impracticable. And fince I came 
home I have been prevented, either with 
looking after country affairs, or want of 
health. There are a great many miſcel- 
laneous ſubjects in philoſophy, of a very 
ſerious nature, few of them ever conſider- 
ed before, as I know of: But (as I hinted 
above) a ſhort time of Separate exiſtence 
will make every good man look with pity 
on the deepeſt reſearches we make here, 
and which we are apt to be vain of.- 


Thus I have writ you every thing I had to 
9 4 © hy. 


* 1 wiſh you 450 Mrs. Wk 
l all K portble proſperity. And though I can * 
not do you any ſervice here, yet I hope our * i; 
bende ſhall never end. . 


Axp. BaxTER, 


* Whittingham, 
Jan. 29th, 1750. 
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